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TEAM WORK

Members working hard to spread 14.5 cubic metres of
mulch at the public Dog Park
Photo courtesy: Jenny Patch
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Articles appearing in this newsletter are considered to be
of interest to members, but do not necessarily express
the opinions of the Committee or of the Editor

EDITOR’S REPORT
It’s good to be back providing information for members in this, only our 2nd Newsletter for 2020. All members are invited to submit stories, photos or articles about
their dog or training information you think will be interesting to other members.
Contributions are always very welcome please email to mudtc@outlook.com You
will find an interesting story and photos in this edition about some of our members
who are doing disc work with their dogs in the fenced area near the Clubhouse.
Our front page photo shows the group of members who held a working bee to
spread mulch under the equipment in the public dog park.
Whilst the public park is the responsibility of Council’s Showground Management
Committee, Dog Club was instrumental in establishing the park and continues to
provide volunteer hours to keep the park maintained. Costs of purchases are met
by the Management Committee. Thank you to everyone who helped on Tuesday 1
September with the mulch. Big thank you as well to Liz and Jenny Patch who empty
the bin and keep the poo bag dispensers filled up at the public park. Bea who orders the gear and Dave Martin who does maintenance work such as whipper snipping, it is very much appreciated.
Regards

Janet - Newsletter Editor
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CONTACT US:
Milton Ulladulla Dog Training Club was formed in 1979 by a group of volunteers with a
keen interest in helping others train their dogs. The Club’s principles remain the same
today as all our committee and instructors are volunteers who have a lot of knowledge
which they enjoy sharing with you. The Club is not affiliated to Dogs NSW (ANKC) but
we do have members who compete in both Obedience and Rally O trials. The Club is
affiliated to ADAA for agility and several members compete in this discipline. Our
Instructors will be very pleased to assist anyone who has an interest in trialling their
dog to achieve their aim.

Contact Information:
Telephone:

Before 4pm: 024455 3137 or 024455 7129
We are available at the Clubhouse on Sunday mornings from
7.30am to 10am
Our preferred communication method outside of these hours is
email.

Email:

mudtc@outlook.com

Website:

http://www.mudtc.org.au
Join us on Facebook

Postal address:

PO Box 274 Milton NSW 2538

Street address:

Milton Showground 107 Croobyar Road Milton NSW 2538

•
•
•

Club AGM Sunday 8 November 2020

Last day of training classes for 2020 is Sunday 6 December

Daylight Saving - clocks go forward 1 hour Sunday 4 October 2020
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
I am very grateful to committee members who continue to manage the COVID
safety guidelines which enabled us to recommence training classes for obedience
in June, later followed by Agility and more recently Rally O. We were then able
to invite new members in July and have welcomed 33 to our Club since then. We
do rely on members not to attend training classes if feeling unwell, have visited
Victoria in the past 14 days or any of the localities which are notified by NSW
Health in their COVID Alerts.
When obedience classes resumed we split the times for classes to accommodate
allowed numbers. This proved popular and is now our regular class times. One of
the positives of this decision is that it often enables our Instructors to attend a
training class with their own dog.
My thanks to committee member Jan Lyall who once again completed a successful funding application to Shoalhaven City Council for us to purchase new equipment. We are now waiting for the storage shed to go up so we can order the
new gear. The concrete slab was recently finished and we have received the
funds for the shed from the State Government Building Better Communities
funding round thanks to a combined application by Jan and Janet for the funds in
2019.
Unfortunately we will not be able to hold our Club obedience and agility competitions this year due to COVID number restrictions. We will still be presenting our
Most Persistent Handler and Most Improved Handler trophies plus other medallions and certificates. We plan to present these on our last training day on Sunday 6 December. We will not be able to have our combined Club presentation
and morning tea because of number restrictions and so the presentations will be
made in each individual class.
Club AGM will be held on Sunday 8 November after training classes. A separate
notice will be sent to all members requesting that you RSVP. Once we have an
idea of the numbers we can make the appropriate COVID safe arrangements.

Regards

Rosie Milton - President MUDTC
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This article is reproduced with permission from APDT and provides a good
description of our dog’s body language
relating to all situations not only in
Dog Parks. https://apdt.com/

•

Tail tucked

•

Hunched over, head down

•

Tense

Dog Park Body Language

•

May urinate submissively

If you decide to visit a dog park, it is
important to be able to read the body
language of your dog and the other
dogs present. The ideal body language
is playful, but dogs will exhibit a variety of behaviours as they contact new
dogs and spend more time at the park.
Overall you are looking for balanced
play between dogs – sometimes one is
on top and next time he’s on the bottom. Sometimes he’s the chaser, and
next he will be the chased.

Red Flags that Require Intervention:

It’s always wise to leave the park if
your pet shows signs of tiredness,
stress or fear or if there are dogs present who seem threatening.

•

Excessive mounting

•

Pinning (holding another dog
down and standing stiffly over
them)

•

Shadowing
another
(following) incessantly

•

Bullying: repeatedly bothering
another dog that does not want
to interact

•

Fast non-stop running with a
group – high arousal situation

•

Full-speed body slams

•

Putting head repeatedly onto another dog’s neck or back

Playful actions to watch for:

dog

•

Back and forth play – dogs change
position – role reversals

•

Staring with a fixed gaze directly
at another dog

•

Bouncy, exaggerated gestures

•

Snarling or raised lips

•

Wiggly bodies

•

Showing teeth

•

Open relaxed mouth

•

Hackles up at the shoulders

•

Play-bows

•

Twisted leaps or jumps

•

Pawing the air

Signs of Potential Illness – While not
necessarily related to behaviour,
you will want to remove your dog
from a park where dogs are showing
the following symptoms:

Signs of Anxiety/Stress to Monitor:

Coughing or gagging

•

Fast wagging low tail

•

•

Whining or whimpering

Vomiting

•

Ears may be back

•

Hiding behind objects or people

•

Signs of Fear:

•

Dog will try to look small
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Sneezing
Diarrhoea
In theory, dog parks are a wonderful
way for dogs to socialize with other
friendly dogs. It is important that owners who frequent dog parks know the
limitations of their pets and act accordingly to keep playgroups interacting in a
safe and responsible manner.
•
•

Training should be the highlight
of your dog’s day
Denise Fenzi
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An introduction to raw feeding your
dog

add some ice to the water to keep it
cool.

Many owners prefer to feed their dogs
raw instead of dry kibble. This could be
due to allergies, medical conditions or
wanting to feed their dogs as they would
eat in the wild. It could also be due to
some manufacturers filling their kibble
with grains.

Walking your dog when the ground is
too hot can cause serious damage to
their paws. Instead, walk your dog in
the coolness of the early morning or
evening. If you're unsure if its cool
enough, press your hand to the
pavement for 5 seconds. If it's too
hot for your hand, it's too hot for
your dogs paws.

If you are interested in this method there
are a number of Facebook sites with specific information of how to feed raw.
It is not as easy as just throwing raw
meat in their bowls. It must be a balanced diet and it must suit your dog.
Some just feed raw in percentages of
80% meat, 10% bone, and 10% offal.
Some add vegetables to this mixture.
Apart from the obvious health benefits,
feeding raw has another plus. Dogs who
are raw fed excrete far less than dogs fed
on a kibble diet and their poos breakdown
within a day or two.
But do some research, google the topic,
look at fb sites or ask me questions.
Rosie Milton.

Summer Tips
All pets must be kept in cool, shady areas. It is ideal to bring pets indoors on hot
days. If you're feeling warm, chances are
they are too. Short nosed
or flat faced dogs breeds
are
also
more susceptible to heat
stroke e.g. Pugs, English
bulldogs, French bulldogs.

NEVER leave your pet in the car in
warm weather. It takes only minutes
for an animal to suffer an agonising
death if left in a hot car.
Little pink noses are cute, but can
easily become sunburnt. Your fairskinned pet needs a special sunscreen for animals to protect it from
the discomfort of sunburn and the
added risk of skin cancer, so don’t
forget that ‘slip, slop, slap’ doesn’t
just apply to people.
The warmer months are a prime time
for fleas and ticks, with itches and
bites adding to the discomfort heat
can cause your pets. Ensure your pet
is kept up to date with treatments to
keep the itchiness at bay. Check daily for signs of ticks and keep a watch
out for snakes especially in the long
grass at the Showground.

Provide plenty of fresh,
cool water in large water
containers. Be sure to provide numerous
sources of water in case one is spilt. Ensure the containers are in the shade and
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CLUB PHOTOS

Everyone busy putting down
newspaper, spreading and
watering the mulch
Photos courtesy Jenny Patch
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CLUB PHOTOS

Liz & Shelby; Jean and Ice; Jill & Billie; Bea & Bonnie practicing in the demo team

Demo team using the klimb tables for the recall game
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CLUB PHOTOS

Lori & Ruby; Tash & Chief; Janis & Lexy; Carolyn & Catch at demo team practice

Shelby about to catch the disc

Good catch by Chief
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DISC DOGS
You may have seen some members
practicing disc in the agility field over
the past few weeks. Due to COVID,
there have been no competitive dog
sports for most of this year. But an
innovative organisation called Updog
has created some fun disc games and
has organised for members to compete by submitting videos through
Facebook or YouTube.
We compete with other members in
Australia and the USA. The games
can be played on a smaller grid than
usual and some members can set up
a grid in their backyard. Milton dog
club members have set up the grid in
the agility area with Danielle, Jenny
and Rosie competing with their dogs.
We are all new at this with each
game being allowed two weeks to
train, video and submit. It is a lot of
laughs working out the strategy and

how to play the game to gain the
most points.
One of our dogs catches the discs
in the air and the others are
catching rollers on the ground.
Both are allowed so all dogs of
any age and size can compete.
With the windy conditions in Milton, sometimes the discs have a
mind of their own and the dogs
are literally running round in circles chasing the discs. We are
not going to be winners but the
dogs are all loving being out and
about and we are all having the
most fun in these difficult times of
2020. Photos courtesy Jenny Patch

PIPPA

DAN

REEDYVALE KALUA
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MEMBER’S CORNER - YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME
If you have any photos, stories, or results for the Newsletter please email them to
mudtc@outlook.com

Allergic Reaction
Member Diane has let us know that her
Kelpie Rusty had an allergic reaction to
A warm welcome to our 33 new members his recent vaccination Rusty vomited
and his face was swollen. Diane took
who have joined since July 2020.
him straight back to the Vet who gave
Congratulations to members who have re- him an antihistamine and steroid injeccently graduated:
tion. Thankfully Rusty has completely
recovered.
Quick Start to Class 1

Welcome

Pamela Thistleton and Tina
Anna Hatherly and Chrissy
Kim Gregory and Ella
Thompson and Lola
Irene O’Sullivan and Honey
Angela Farr and Roxy
Shane Jones and Girly
Justine Boland and Pippa
Chris Karacsonyi and Nicole and Archie
Diane Gray and Lola
Mick & Diane Riddle and Miss Molly
Kyla Hargreaves and Banjo
Jack & Andrew Robertson and Maggie
Sue Kelly and Jemma
Sam Pearse and Jasper
Mark & Chris Stiller and Nellie
Irene O'Sullivan and Honey
Katie Brown and Honey
Priscilla Trozzi and Loui
Deborah Adcock and Rem
Sophie Eastmead and Bear
Class 1 to Class 2

The Vet said it was very rare allergic reaction to the vaccine but has noted on
his notes that he is not to have vaccination again and the company which provided the vaccine has been notified.
Diane wanted everyone to be aware of
what happened to Rusty. Please always
discuss any health concerns you may
have with your own Vet.

MISSING KLIMB
Club purchased 6 of these training platforms but unfortunately one has gone
missing. If anyone remembers borrowing one or using one at
training please let us know.
Thanks everyone


Ebony Henry and Koda
Sarah Mills and Ralph
Class 2 to Class 3
Rick Venning and Jack
Chris Ruelle and Jensen
John Deak and Susan Way and Coco
Lori Muir with Archie and Ruby
Lisa Martin and Frank
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MEMBER’S CORNER - YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME
If you have any photos, stories, or results for the Newsletter please email them to
mudtc@outlook.com

Farewell to Mia

Rest in peace, my lovelies.”
Thank you to member
Bea for sharing Mia’s
story with us.
“Mia’s
soulful
eyes
closed forever on 21
July this year, aged 7.
Life dealt her severe
blows, starting just after her 4th birthday
when epilepsy set in while Beth, her original owner, was undergoing
harsh
treatments to fight for her
own life.

In the 2 something
years of Mia’s life in
Milton, she went from
having cluster seizures
to isolated episodes, with a complete ‘break’
lasting some 10 months. But, sadly, early
April, Mia’s seizure pattern changed, with a
vengeance - episodes becoming more frequent
and violent, and recovery slower each time. It
was very distressing to watch these unfolding…and to see Mia staggering and disoriented
for ever-increasing periods of time after the
convulsions subsided.
Adding more medication to the existing regime – which already had her liver in tatters –
was not an option, and in consultation with
Carrie from Milton Vets, we released Mia from
her suffering.

Photo of Mia courtesy Margaret Rudd

Obedience Classes at
MUDTC
When you join our Club you attend
either our Puppy Class or Quick Start
classes. The Quick Start course is 4
Sundays and on completion you automatically progress to Class 1.
Puppies stay in puppy class until
ready to start the Quick Start course.
Once you and your dog are in Class 1
you work towards taking an assessment for promotion to Class 2.
You can find information about the
exercises you need to successfully
complete the assessment on our web
site, here is the link
Promotion from Class 2 to 3 is also
by assessment here is a link to a
copy of the assessment sheet so you
know which exercises to work on to
gain promotion.
Enjoy your training and keep it fun
for you and your dog!


During her time with us, Mia was angel and
villain, rolled into one. She was a joy to work
in obedience and agility WHEN she could disengage her nose for longer than 20 seconds ;
otherwise, she was good at testing boundaries.
Mia truly loved life – perhaps she knew that
she needed to pack into each day as much as
she could, while she could? –, and food…of
which there was never enough.
Mia is back with Beth now – with that last
qually for Mia’s R-SAAD title.

Thank you to Rosie Milton, Bea Mies,
Diane Richmond, Jenny Patch and
Margaret Rudd
for their contributions to this Newsletter
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